Concept and Creation
The Statue's design was shaped by many influences, but drew principally on classical works depicting Liberty as a woman holding a flame. Laboulaye wanted to project the image of peace and order rather than revolutionary chaos. Liberty's flame was intended to symbolize a beacon of light and not a torch with which to set the world afire.
The French artist who created the statue was Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi. Once the design was completed, the most complex chapter of the statue's story began: its construction. The statue was constructed by hammering thin sheets of copper into the desired shape and joining them together. With the help of Gustave Eiffel, creator of the Eiffel Tower, Bartholdi created a skeleton for Miss Liberty. France was well on its way to creating a monumental statue which would come to embody America's national identity.
Collecting a Monumental Sum
Lack of adequate funds posed a grave threat to the completion of the Statue. France was responsible for the statue itself, whereas the U.S. had agreed to construct the pedestal.
The French fundraising campaign for the Statue of Liberty was an ingenious effort that gave the world its first glimpse of modern marketing techniques. Bartholdi devised what became one of the world's first corporate sponsorship programs. Merchants who donated money for the Statue's construction were granted the right to use the monument to promote their products.
In the United States, fundraising had come to a complete halt. The pedestal was incomplete and there were insufficient funds to continue the project. Disappointed by the lack of public support, Joseph Pulitzer, a powerful newspaper owner and the creator of the Pulitzer prize, organized a new method of raising money. By promising to publish the name of every donor, no matter how small the sum, Pulitzer was able to collect $101,000-almost all of which was donated in sums of one dollar or less! Thanks to the ingenuity of Bartholdi and Pulitzer, the statue could finally be completed.
The statue was finished in France in July, 1884, and brought to New York onboard the French frigate Isère. Once the pedestal was completed in April 1886, the Statue was reassembled in its new home, and on October 28, 1886, it was officially inaugurated.
The story of the Statue of Liberty has been one of international friendship, determination and change. Over the years, Lady Liberty has grown to represent freedom, democracy, and liberty. It has also served as a beacon to immigrants wishing to escape oppression and poverty.
Indeed, since its unveiling in 1886, the Statue has become a uniquely American symbol of the United States' promise of a new and better life for immigrants from all around the world.
The statue, a gift from America's first ally, France, has without a doubt become the personification of America, and its most cherished national symbol. 
